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E.g., Why were there Southern cities prior to air conditioning?
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Though regional scientists of the 1960s would have used data to back up their case.
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In a static setting Glaeser and Mare (2001), JLE note that the model easily explains 
higher metro wages as productivity effects—but static interpretation in that I want to 
stress dynamic growth factors. 
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White flight

10



Identified by rising E and falling W
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Identified by rising E AND rising W
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Darker shades of red are population growth; darker shades of blue is population 
loss.

Describe the Prairies and Alberta fitting into broader North American population 
trends. Not simple NDP vs Conservatives or Dems vs Reps in U.S.

That is local economies are not enough to explain huge regional patterns that 
extend across borders.

Note the high amenities in the western U.S. (not oil) and the rapid population loss in 
the Great Plains. See the SE Sunbelt Coastal growth and signs of growth in the 
Northern Woods of MN, MI, and WI and SC Appalachia.

Data note: The component counties that made up Broomfield CO, Colorado are 
merged for purposes of calculating population change.
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2008 MSA definitions. Makes non-metro growth appear especially small.

Big metro is dominated by Washington DC

Notes: Large MSA is > 3 million population in 1969. There are 8 MSAs in this 
category: New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, Philadelphia, Detroit, Boston, San 
Francisco and Washington DC. The Large-Medium MSA have a 1969 population of 
1 million - 3 million ( 27 MSAs). The Small-Medium Metro Areas are 250,000 - 1 
million 1969 population ( 85 MSAs). Small MSAs have a 1969 population of 50,000 -
250,00 (230 MSAs).

17 Metros with less than 50,000 population in 1969 were omitted due to a small 
base. These were generally in UT, NV, and FL and grew very rapidly. 
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17 Metros with less than 50,000 population in 1969 were omitted due to a small 
base. These were generally in UT, NV, and FL and grew very rapidly. 
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The Traditional Core includes New York, Boston, Philadelphia and Chicago. The 
Rustbelt includes Detroit, Cleveland, Pittsburgh and St Louis. Sunbelt includes 
Miami, Atlanta, Phoenix, Tampa, Orlando and Las Vegas. Mountain/Landscape 
includes Seattle, Denver, Portland, and Salt Lake. 
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Industry composition, education, state fixed effects
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This shows the net compensation due to high household QOL and net 
compensation for businesses due to favorable business climate. + good; - bad.
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For the underlying regression model: See Partridge,  Mark D., Dan S. Rickman, 
Kamar Ali and M. Rose Olfert. (2008). “Lost in Space : Population Dynamics in Kamar Ali and M. Rose Olfert. (2008). “Lost in Space : Population Dynamics in 
the American Hinterlands and Small Cities.” Journal of Economic Geography . 
doi: 10.1093/jeg/lbn038. Printed version online.
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This is the effects on 1950-2000 population growth from some Amenity 
variables:variables:

For the underlying regression model: See Partridge,  Mark D., Dan S. Rickman, 
Kamar Ali and M. Rose Olfert. (2008). “Lost in Space:  Population Dynamics in 
the American Hinterlands and Small Cities.” Journal of Economic Geography . 
doi: 10.1093/jeg/lbn038. Printed version online.

Note the amenity effect appears to be about 1/3 smal ler this decade.
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This maps the regression coefficients across the co untry: Note the 
heterogeneity of positive and negative responsesheterogeneity of positive and negative responses

Southeast and Northeast have the expected positive impact of January 
temperature (NE negatively, SE positively)

West has very little impact from Jan temp

Upper MW benefits from colder marginal Januarys, pe rhaps due to winter 
recreation

Should not simplistically conclude that an area wil l suffer unless they have 
warm winters 
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Even in Italy.
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Italy/Spain El Paso /Juarez 
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Sunbelt growth. Some around mountains and Oceans. G rowth around cities. 
Yet, many areas lagged over longer period due to tr ansition from traditional Yet, many areas lagged over longer period due to tr ansition from traditional 
natural resource extraction industries. N. MI is an  example of growth that is 
linked to amenities. N. Rockies or N. MN, N. WI, 

Source, U.S. Census Bureau. See. Partridge, Mark D., Dan S. Rickman, Kamar 
Ali and M. Rose Olfert. (2008). “Lost in Space: Popu lation Dynamics in the 
American Hinterlands and Small Cities.” Journal of Economic Geography . 
doi: 10.1093/jeg/lbn038. Printed version online.
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Notice how northern amenity rich areas stand out mo re in the northern 
Rockies and in the woods country of MN, WI, and MI —as well as the Ozarks. Rockies and in the woods country of MN, WI, and MI —as well as the Ozarks. 
Primary sector declined in the ca 1950-80 period an d has been replaced by 
amenity led growth.

Source, U.S. Census Bureau. See. Partridge, Mark D. , Dan S. Rickman, Kamar 
Ali and M. Rose Olfert. (2008). “Lost in Space: Popu lation Dynamics in the 
American Hinterlands and Small Cities.” Journal of Economic Geography . 
doi: 10.1093/jeg/lbn038. Printed version online.

38



39



Note the rapid growth in high-amenity areas, but also that Lake Superior is not a 
panacea by itself.
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