
 

AGRICULTURAL MARKET ACCESS AND GATT  

 

 

 Agriculture not fully integrated into general tariff 

reductions during first seven GATT rounds 

 

 Achievement  of Uruguay Round was to re-write  

rules on market access  rather  than large tariff  

reductions, and tariffication  was a major advance 

 

 Tariffication: transformation of non-tariff barriers 

into tariffs 

 

 "Dirty" tariffication  resulted in some new bound 

tariffs that  gave some more  protection  than 

previously  existed 

 

 GATT members agreed on quotas to maintain 

historic trade levels or increase trade - actual 

instrument known as tariff-rate quotas (TRQs) 

 

 Specific requirements for allocation of quotas not 

specified, so that allocation and administration is an 

issue for negotiation in the Doha Round, and in FTAs 

such as TPP 

 

 How do TRQs work? 














